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1. The Entry Requirements

Every day, thousands queue at American embassies around the world,
each hoping for a visa that will change their lives. They undergo
interviews, medical tests and financial scrutiny in the hope that they
will beallowed to enter the country of their dreams. If they tried to
enter America without a valid visa, they would be sent back where
they came from or put in jail.

A person who wants to enter the kingdom of God also has to fulfill
certain requirements. In John 3:1-8, Jesus described the conditions for
entry. In this incident, Nicodemus, a senior religious ruler, came to
Jesus at night. He knew that God was with Jesus in a special way —
proved by the amazing miracles he performed. Write out Jesus’ reply
to Nicodemus in John 3:3 in full:

FERIL WOU .ot e

Jesus’ reply must have sounded strange to Nicodemus and was
probably not what he had expected. He could not understand what
Jesus meant because the only birth he knew was natural childbirth. So
he asked Jesus, How can a man be born when he is old? Surely he
cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!

Read Jesus’ response in John 3:5-6 and fill in the blanks:

Jesus answered, I tell you the truth, no one can ............................
veveveeen. Unless he is born of ...

and the ..........ccccceveee . Flesh gives birth to ..............cc..c......,

butthe ............cc oo cvv .. gIVES DIFth 10 ..o ev e

According to these verses, Jesus wanted each person to:

1. Be born again of the Spirit
2. See the Kingdom
3. Enter the Kingdom
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In the remainder of this chapter, we look at the first two of these steps
in some detail. Subsequent chapters explore what it means to enter the
kingdom.

A. Be born again

Jesus gave the command, You must be born again! (John 3:7) This is
the only way a person can start the Christian life. Becoming a
Christian means receiving the supernatural life of Jesus into our inner
being. Summarise in your own words what the following verses teach
about being born again:

John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God

1Pet1:23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed,
but of imperishable, through the living and enduring
word of God.

1 John 3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin,
because God'’s seed remains in him...

Christianity is unlike any other religion or philosophy. The Christian
life starts with a spiritual birth. For natural birth, both father and
mother are involved in the conception. To be bornagain, God offers
the seed (sperma in Greek) and each individual must receive that seed
to become ‘pregnant’ with the life of God. This is supernatural
conception. God wants every person to be impregnated with his seed.

Each human being must decide for himself whether he is willing to
receive the seed of God’s life. If you are already born again, the life of
Jesus is in you. If you have not yet received this life, you can receive

it right now by:

Admitting to God that you are a sinner
Believing that Jesus forgives your sins and gives you eternal life
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Confessing your sins to God

Deciding to receive the life of Jesus and to follow Jesus only

When you have done this, you should thank God for forgiving all your
sins, and make a commitment to obey all his commands for the rest of
your life.

B. See the Kingdom

Jesus said that, when we are born again, it would be possible for us to
see the kingdom of God. He did not guarantee that we will see it; he
only said that we would not be able to see it unless we are born again.

In fact, many people become Christians because they have been
promised forgiveness of sin, heaven when they die, physical healing
or financial blessing. These invitations are attractive and are based on
some truth, but many people who accept them only see the personal
benefits which they expect to receive. They do not see the kingdom.
The message which Jesus proclaimed was different. Look up the
following verses and write down what Jesus preached:

Matthew 4:23

MAtEhEW 9:35 ... e
LUKE 4143 e
LUKE Bi1 e
LUKE 16:168 oottt
ACTS 113
Now write down what these men preached:

Acts 8:12 PhilID oo
Acts 19:8 PaUl e
Acts 28:31 PaUl e
If we have really seen the kingdom, it means that we recognise that:
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1. There is a King whose name is Jesus
This King is totally loving, kind, merciful, concerned and generous.

This King also has complete authority in heaven and on earth. He

is in total charge of the entire universe.

"1 He rules in such a way that his character is expressed and his will
is increasingly done on earth as it is in heaven.

"1 This King always uses his power and authority for the ultimate
good of his people.

1 He desires his rule —the kingdom of God - to be established in all

individuals, families, companies, communities, cities and nations.

2. The Kingdom was always God’s plan

God first established the kingdom of God in the Garden of Eden.
Everything was in proper order and Satan could not interfere with
God’s good and loving government. Adam and Eve enjoyed four
things:

Perfect fellowship with God — basking in his love and kindness.

Life in the power of the Spirit. God’s life was in them and he was

their wisdom and righteousness. Adam and Eve simply did what

God said.

71 Authority over all that God had made. They were created to be
joint rulers over the earth. (Genesis 1:26f)

1 Protection from the devil. Pain, suffering, sin, sickness and death

were totally unknown on the earth. God ruled over all.

However, Adam and Eve gave away the kingdom of God by choosing
to eat from the tree which the Lord had forbidden. The Lord had
hoped that they would obey him voluntarily but they chose to follow
their own desires.

1. Satan tempted Eve by offering her independence from God, and
the possibility of ‘self-realisation’. Eve, then Adam, fell for this.

2. They chose independence and stepped out of the kingdom. The
kingdom is God’s rule being done perfectly. Independence is my
will being done.
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Adam and Eve suffered the loss of all that they had enjoyed. The
kingdom of God had been replaced by the dominion of darkness. See
Colossians 1:13.

Instead of destroying his creation, including Satan and man, God
chose to:

1. leave man as ruler on earth. This would allow Satan to be active
for a season but would also provide opportunity for all men to be
saved.

2. provide a legal, righteous means of redemption through his Son.

When Jesus came to earth, he lived in total dependence on God — just
like Adam had done before he sinned. Jesus had the same potential to
sin as Adam but he never sinned. Adam chose independence; Jesus
chose obedience.

Jesus started the process of re-establishing the kingdom on earth. All
that Adam lost — fellowship, power to live, authority and protection —
was restored in Jesus. God’s purpose was to bring in the kingdom in
all its purity, power and glory. Once Jesus was anointed with the Holy
Spirit, his earthly life demonstrated the kingdom of God. He died on
the Cross to pay the price for our independence. And he invited people
to enter the kingdom so that they could live like him.

Jesus re-established the kingdom of God through his perfect
submission and obedience. After his resurrection, he declared in

Matthew 28:18: Al .......ccocevevvevn . 7/ I and on
............... has been given to me.

The earth was once again under God’s ultimate rule — that is the
kingdom.

3. The Old Testament anticipated the kingdom

As soon as Adam and Eve lost the kingdom, God promised in Genesis
3:15 that the woman’s seed would ultimately destroy Satan. He also
promised his people that the kingdom would one day be re-established
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on earth through this seed, Jesus. Look up the following prophecies
and fill in the blanks:

Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of his ......................... And peace
there will be no end. He will ............ on David’s

throne and over his ..................

Dan 2:44 In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set
(7773 T that will never be ..................
Dan 7:14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power;

all peoples, nations and men of every language
worshiped him. His .................. is an everlasting
vevereee ... that will not pass away, and

hiS.c.oovevveeeeennn......is ONe that will never be
destroyed.

Now write out Daniel 7:18 in full and notice who receive this
kingdom:

Assignment

1. If you are born again, thank God that his life is in you. If you
are not, seriously consider God’s offer to give you new birth.

2. Reflect on the teaching on the kingdom. How much of the
kingdom had you seen in the past? What have you learned
from this lesson?




2. Coming through Immigration

You may have received that precious American visa and seen
countless films about America; but you have not entered America
until you have passed through immigration control and your passport
has been stamped. Only then, are you actually in the country.

Similarly, many Christians have followed the first two steps of John 3.
They are born again and have seen and understood something of the
good news of the kingdom — but they have never actually entered it.
Perhaps they are some of those Jesus referred to in Matthew 7:21.
Write this verse out in full:

These people obviously said the right words but they never entered.
Why?

A. What stops us entering the kingdom?

Matthew’s gospel shows four obstacles to entering the kingdom.

1. Lack of righteousness

In Matthew 5:20, Jesus taught: For I tell you that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the
law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

This seems a high standard as these Jewish leaders were meticulous in
observing the law. However, Paul explained that this legalistic
righteousness falls short of what God is looking for. Please read
Romans 3:20-24 and answer the following questions:

What is the purpose of the 1aw? ...,
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How do we receive God’s righteousness? ..........ccoeeeeeiieennieneenvieennnn.
Who needs to receive God’s righteousness? .........cccceviveenriiiiensineneens
How does God see a person who has received this? ............cccceevennen.

The righteousness we require to enter the kingdom comes through
faith, not the law. When we are born again, God credits the
righteousness of Christ to us. (Romans 4:23-24) This righteousness
far exceeds the righteousness of the Pharisees. | still have to fight
temptation and sinful desires, but | am justified by faith — it really is
just as if I’d never sinned. God declares me righteous!

2. Lack of humility

Read Matthew 18:3-4 and fill in the gaps: Jesus said: 7 tell you the
truth, unless you ...................and become like .........................
you will never .............cc.cccccccvv v v vvvvve ee e oo Therefore,

whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the

’

Some people are too proud or self-satisfied to enter the kingdom. They
feel content with their station in life and see no need to change.
Humility is required to recognize that what I have now is nothing
compared to what I could have. Living in India, | may be proud of my
nation and the way we do things. But, every year, tens of thousands of
Indians want to enter America because they see the prosperous
lifestyle and opportunities there. They then have to humble themselves
to go through the processto get an American visa. Likewise, we need
to change our outlook and humble ourselves to enter the kingdom.

3. Wealth and possessions

Matthew 19:16-24 tells of a rich young man who had strong religious
inclinations. He wanted eternal life and seemed to be living a good
life, observing most of the Jewish laws. But Jesus advised him:

If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.
(v21)
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The rich young man went away sad, unwilling to pay the price. Jesus
used the opportunity to teach his disciples. Fill in the blanks in
Matthew 19:23-24:

1 tell you the truth, it is havd for a ...................... 70 R
weeee e Again I tell you, it is easier for a

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for ...........................

If we have wealth and possessions, we are accustomed to using our
money to get what we want. When we enter the kingdom, our money
belongs to our King and he has full authority to use it as he desires.
Jesus may prosper us, or he may ask us to give it all away. Even if he
asks us to sacrifice everything we have, we can be confident that he

will always provide for our needs.
4, Religion

Matthew 23:13 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees,
you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of
heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not
enter, nor will you let those enter who are
trying to.

Religious people do not like the kingdom of God. That was true in
Jesus’ time and it is still true today — even for religious Christians.
Religion is designed to make people feel OK with God, comfortable in
their traditions and rituals. The kingdom of God is revolutionary. It
will change the world — and it requires a radical change in the heart of
its citizens.

As this verse shows, religious leaders assume they know what is right,
and then they use their religious position to try and make people do it.
Their intentions may be good but they are using the spirit of control to
get the results they desire. Sadly, there are leaders in many churches
and denominations who operate in this way.
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In the kingdom, each one of us in answerable to the King and we are
required to obey God rather than men. See Acts 5:29. Because their
first commitment is to do the will of their Father, kingdom men and
women will often not fit in with religious systems. In fact, they may
be branded as ‘rebels’ in the same way as Martin Luther, John
Wesley, William Booth and many others in church history were.

In some churches, leaders instruct people to do (or not do) something.
Although an individual may obey, he actually feels he is being
stopped from doing what the Lord has told him to do.

Have you ever experienced this?
YES/NO
Please describe the situation and be ready to discuss it:

B. How do we enter the kingdom?
1. By repentance

John the Baptist started his ministry proclaiming, Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is near. (Matthew 3:1-2) Similarly, Jesus began to
preach with the same words, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near. (Matthew 4:17). Both declared that repentance was the entry
point to the kingdom.

Repent literally means to ‘change one’s mind’. To enter the kingdom,
we have to change our mind about our sinfulness and who Jesus is.
Most of all, we have to repent of the independent life-style we
inherited from Adam, and resolve to live a life of obedience to Jesus.
Please look up Acts 26:20 and see what Paul preached. Fill in the
blanks:

I preached that they should........................ and ......cc. o v unnn .

e ARA PFOVE ThEIT oo oo e
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Repentance is a change of mind followed by a change of behaviour.
John the Baptist also preached this. Read Luke 3:7-14 and list some
of the practical changes in everyday life which John expected from a
repentant person:

Is there an area of your life where you have not yet repented?

YES/NO
If so, write it down here:

2. Through the narrow gate

Now read Matthew 7:13-14. This verse is clearly talking about
entering the kingdom, even though the word ‘kingdom’ is not actually
used. Jesus said that the gate into the kingdom is narrow and small.
Many believe that “all roads lead to God’ but the Bible teaches that
there is only one way in. Read John 14:6 and write it out in full:

When we decide to enter the kingdom through believing in Jesus and
repenting, we have to recognize that the kingdom way is narrow and
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we are no longer free to do what we feel like. We must do what the
Lord says.

3. With desperation

Mark 9:47  And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one
eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,

Jesus is not talking about harming our bodies or mutilating ourselves.
What he is looking for is a passionate commitment to the kingdom. It
will costus to turn our back on sin and to live an obedient lifestyle. He
said that we should be so committed to entering the kingdom that we
are even willing to lose an eye.

Now look up Matthew 6:33 and write it out in full:

Jesus’ appeal to ‘enter the kingdom’ is not an appeal to experience
the first stage of salvation; it is not an appeal for new birth or for
one’s first repentance and faith. Rather it is an appeal that these
disciples listening to Jesus will press on into a rich experience of
the power of God’s kingdom in their lives.

Michael Eaton

Although there is a cost involved in entering the kingdom, Jesus
invites us to join his first disciples in helping to establish the kingdom
of God on earth.

Assignment

1. Review this study and write down as many reasons as you can think of as
to why there are so few genuine kingdom men and women. Be ready to
discuss this at the next lesson.

2. Declare Matthew 6:10 each day this week: Your kingdom come, and
your will be done on earthas it is in heaven.




3. The Heart of the Kingdom

Matthew 5to 7 is known as the Sermon on the Mount and describes
kingdom life. Matthew 5:1-12 is often called the Beatitudes and
shows what the heart of a kingdom person should be. Read these
VErses now.

Most people would not choose these characteristics as the pathway to
happiness — what Jesus called ‘blessedness’. In fact, natural man
requires a change of heart to even desire them - and that is what Jesus
wants in us. Jesus said that we are blessed if we are like each of the
following:

A. The poor in spirit (v3)

The kingdom comes to people who know they are poor in spirit, needy
and desperate. The worst thing that can happen to us is to smugly
think we have everything we need. Read Revelation 3:14-20 and
answer these questions:

What was the Laodiceans’ spiritual temperature? .............ccovvvivvenennnn.

How did they feel about themselves?

What did Jesus encourage them t0 do (V19)? ....ccoovviiiiiiiiniviiee e

The Laodiceans were not poor in spirit. As you read this passage, did
you feel that you were like them in any way?

If so, please explain how:
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We need to cultivate a poverty of spirit which recognises that apart
from Jesus, | can do nothing. See John 15:5.

A few years ago, | came across some prayers which help me
remember this. You may like to pray them too:

1. Take out of my life the people I don’tneed. Bring into my life the
people I do need, because I don’t know who is who.

2. Don’t give me anything I can’t handle, because I don’t know when
to say ‘Yes’ or when to say ‘No’.

3. Open the doors I need to walk through and close the doors | do not
need to walk through, because I don’t know which is which.

4. Help me to understand the seasons of my life, because | don’t
know how to distinguish them.

B. Those who mourn (v4)

This is not the professional wailing which happens at some funerals,
but a deep grief at our condition. Many years ago, the Times of
London invited eminent writers to write essays on the theme ‘What is
wrong with the world?’

The great Christian writer, G.K.Chesterton responded to the invitation
with:

Dear Sirs,
I am.
Sincerely yours,
G. K. Chesterton

And that is what leads us to mourn. Of course, there is much wrong in
the world around us but my biggest problem is me. | fall so far short
of the way Jesus lived, what the Bible teaches, even what | know in
my heart | could be. So I mourn before God and lament my condition.

Have you ever mourned in this way?
YES/NO
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Be ready to talk about what happened if you did mourn like this. If
you have never lamented in this way, consider why not and discuss
your thoughts.

Of course, we do not grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. (1
Thessalonians 4:13) Although the context of this verse is death, it
reminds us that we should never feel hopeless at our condition. The
Lord will indeed comfort those who mourn as he works in us to make
us Christ-like.

We also need to learn to weep for the things for which God weeps —
the lost, violence, poverty, injustice... Ask Godto break your heart for
the things which break his. Romans 8:26 teaches that his Holy Spirit
helps us to do this.

C. The meek (v5)

Meekness is often misunderstood because it sounds like weakness.
Jesus is described as gentle and humble in Matthew 11:29, but a

better translation is ‘meek and lowly.” Jesus promised the earth to
those who are meek like him.

The word translated ‘meek’ is the Greek word praus. It is used to
describe a mighty stallion trained for battle. The horse retains its basic
strength but is under the control of its master. A touch of the rein
directs a ton of horseflesh. Meekness means being under the control of
God. Our Lord reigns and reins! ‘It is that temper of spirit in which we
accept his dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing or
resisting.” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary)

Write down your ideas of how true meekness would show in a
person’s life:
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D. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
(v6)

Jesus expects kingdom men and women to hunger and thirst for
righteousness. Natural man cannot live without food and drink. In the
same way a kingdom person should not be able to live without
righteousness. Look up Hebrews 1:8-9 and answer these questions:

What did JESUS [OVE? ...t e e
What did JESUS NALE? .eeeeeee ittt ettt e e e st e e e e e
How did God reward him? .......oooeeiiiee et eee e

Jesus was passionate about righteousness. Hebrews 1:8 says that
righteousness is the sceptre of the kingdom, the guiding principle. In
Matthew 6:33 Jesus commanded us to seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness....

Seeking the kingdom is the same as pursuing righteousness. We shall
explore this in more detail in later lessons. God rewarded Jesus for his
righteousness, and will reward us too —all these things will be given
as well.

E. The merciful (v7)
Write out the command of Jesus in Luke 6:36:

Ephesians 2:4 tells us that God is rich in mercy. Mercy not only feels
deep sympathy for a person in need, but also endeavours to provide
resources to meet that need. God saw our need of salvation and sent
Jesus into this world.

When we see people in need, we can often be critical, judgmental or
uncaring towards their difficulties. Look up James 2:13 and underline
which activity is more important:

Showing mercy Criticising
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The first part of this verse also contains a warning to each of us:
Judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been
merciful. We need to learn to be merciful in this life if we want to
receive God’s mercy.

This is especially true in the area of forgiving others. Chapter 11 (page
63) has a more detailed study on the importance of forgiveness.

F. The pure in heart (v8)

If we have a pure heart, Jesus promises that we will see God. Pure
means clean, sinless, without mixture or dishonesty. In John 1:47 we
read how Jesus described Nathaniel as a true Israelite, in whom there
is nothing false. Because of this purity of heart, Jesus promised him in
v51:

YOU SNAIL SEE ..ottt et e e e e e e eeen

Nathaniel was told that he would see God at work in amazing ways. If
you also long for that, keep your heart pure. Complete James 4: 8:

Come near to God and he will come near to you. ... .......................

vveen e YOU SINNEFS, AN oo ov v

Notice that the root of an impure heart is doublemindedness — wanting
the things of God but also wanting what the world offers. In what
areas are you tempted to be double-minded?

G. The peacemakers (v9)

God is a peacemaker which is why he sent Jesus. His desire is to
establish peace between God and man, and between people. 2
Corinthians 5:18-19 tells us that all of us have been given one

ministry. What 1S it? ...
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Read Hebrews 12:14 and fill in the gaps:
Make every ............ccoeeeee to live in ......................... With
veevereeennn and to be holy

Kingdom people seek to reconcile men and women to God, and also
to each other. Peace does not mean passivity and just doing anything
to ‘keep the peace’. It is honestly facing the separation and the issues
which caused it, then doing all we can to bring about reconciliation.

H. Those who are persecuted because of
righteousness (vv10-12)

The persecution Jesus means is described in v11. It is when people
insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of Jesus. We only receive this blessing if we are persecuted
because of our righteous stand for Jesus and his ways. Jesus himself
was insulted, mocked, falsely accused, rejected, unjustly tried and
ultimately put to death on false charges. He endured all this to gain the
long term benefit of salvation for mankind.

The early Christians understood this. Write out the second part of Acts
14:22:

WE MUSTE .
Now read 2 Thessalonians 1:5 and fill in the missing words:
.. you will be counted WOrthy .............ccooee et v e e e e e e,

SOV WRICH YOU QF€ ... ... ovovos s et e et et et et et et et et e v e e
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There is blessing on earth and reward in heaven for those who suffer
like this.

Assignment

1. Review the eight blessings which Jesus pronounced. Consider
in which of these you qualify for blessing —and in which you
need to change. Pray and ask the Lord to begin to change you.

2. Pray for any Christians who you know are being persecuted
now.




4. Being Salt and Light

The Beatitudes describe the heart of a kingdom person. Following
these verses, Jesus used two everyday metaphors to show that people
with a ‘beatitude’ heart will stand out in the world as salt and light.
Read Matthew 5:13-15.

Salt has a number of useful properties:

It improves taste. Without the right amount of salt, a meal is
tasteless.

It preserves meat, even when it is stored at room temperature.
It helps to clean and heal wounds — a good antiseptic.

It even makes ice melt in cold countries.

OO

Salt makes a difference in many areas of everyday life.

Light is also essential. It is so important that God created it first, as
we read in Genesis 1:3: And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there
was light.

Light enables us to see, discover things, read books, find our path and
so on.

Look again at Matthew 5:13-14 and fill in the blanks. We are meant
to be:

The salt of the ..............ccv...... Thelight of the .........ccccuuunne....

These two phrases show that kingdom people should be making an
impact on every area of human activity in every part of the world.
Over the years, many Christians have devoted their energies to
building the church and have neglected the assignment of establishing
the kingdom of God in the world.

Itis true that Ephesians 5:23-27 teaches that Jesus will return for his
Bride — a perfect spotless church. But Jesus used the word ‘church’
twice in the Gospels whereas he used the word ‘kingdom’ 111 times
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in connection with the kingdom of God. His mission was to see this
kingdom re-established on earth.

Our society functions in seven major realms of influence and Jesus

wants the kingdom to impact each of them, (See

www.reclaim7mountains.com) In his book, ‘Dreaming with God’, Bill

Johnson summarises these spheres as follows:

Arts/Entertainment/Sports

(1 BUSINESS e
Church e ———————

[ BdUCALION e

O Family
[ Government & PONLICS covvveeeeeee ettt
[ Science & MEAICINE oot

Review this list and, against each mountain, write down the name of
any Christian who, you think, is influencing that area of society for the
kingdom of God. Discuss your list of names with the others doing this
study with you.

As you probably noticed, there are many areas where kingdom men
and women have little influence. God’s desire is not only to place
people in each sphere of activity, but also to raise their level of
authority so that they can bring the atmosphere of heaven into
everything within their field of influence.

A. An unhealthy separation

For too long, some people have thought that the church is the only
setting for ministry, and that church work is superior to other kinds of
kingdom activity. In fact, the word ‘ministry’ comes from the Latin
word to serve, so all ministry is serving God and his purposes.
Colossians 3:24 tells slaves plainly that, It is the Lord Christ you are
serving. All Christians are expected to serve God in whichever place
and whatever work he has appointed us to.
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The apostle Paul did not differentiate between different types of
‘ministry’. Complete the following verses:

Acts 20:34-35 You yourselves know that these ...........cccceeveviviiivinennns
have supplied my own needs and the needs of my
companions. In everything | did, | showed you that by

thiskind of .......ccccoeeviviiiinnee we must help the weak,
1Cor4:12 We e, WIth OUF ..eeeeeeecce e,
1Th4:11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your

own business and to ........cccocvveeneiiniiee e, , just

as we told you

2Th 3:8-10  nor did we eat anyone’sfood without paying for it. On
the contrary, we ............
laboring and toiling so that we Would not be a burden
to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have
the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves

.. For even when we were with
you, we gave you this rule: ‘If a man will not .............. ,
NE SNAIl NOt ..vvvei e

Paul moved in and out of his job as a tentmaker according to his
situation. He seemed to enjoy his work, where his business acumen
enabled him to serve God, as he supported his friends and gave to the
poor. He also served God’s people as an apostle, encouraging their
walk with the Lord and finding time to write much of the New
Testament.

There is no such thing as secular employment for the believer ...
Every believer is in full-time ministry — only a few have pulpits in
sanctuaries. The rest have pulpits in their areas of expertise and
favour in the world system. Be sure to preach only good news. And
when necessary, use words! Bill Johnson
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God wants kingdom people in positions of influence throughout
society - films, business, government, sports or whatever. Write out
Proverbs 29:2 to see why:

B. A limited teaching

The relationship between the church and the kingdom has often been
misunderstood. Whilst the kingdom is recognised to be bigger than the
church, some assume that the church is the only agent for advancing
the kingdom.

This is not true, because God can raise up non-Christians — like Cyrus
at the time of Ezra — who enact God’s will and establish

righteousness. In fact, some non-Christians are better at promoting
God’s ways than the church is. Do you know any examples of non-
Christians who have implemented God’s ways in their companies,
communities or countries? If so, write down some of their names here,
alongwith the area of life which they have impacted:

There are also times when the organised church is not actually
functioning in the righteous ways of the kingdom. These parts of the
church are full of selfish ambition, politics, immorality, lawsuits,
bribery, gossip, meanspiritedness and other works of the flesh. These
have nothing to do with the kingdom of God.

The church is the ekklesia — the called out ones who have been born
again through repentance and faith. As we have seen, there are many
born-again people who have never entered the kingdom, which is why
some churches and denominations are never able to advance the
kingdom.
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Thankfully, many parts of the church are advancing the kingdom -
living for the kingdom and functioning righteously. Please note down
some of the kingdom activities which you have noticed in the life of
the local church you are part of:

C. A supernatural authority

Read Matthew 16:13-20. This incident took place in Caesarea
Philippi, a city built on a huge rock and the centre of worship to the
Greek god, Pan. It was an immoral, idolatrous city. Here, Jesus firstly
asked his disciples what people were saying about him. Then in
Matthew 16:15, he questioned them, ‘But what about you?’ he asked.
‘Who do you say I am?’

Write out Peter’s answer in full (Matthew 16:16)

Jesus was delighted with Peter’s response and the revelation he had
received. He then went on to declare that he would build his church on
the rock — a phrase which can be interpreted in various ways.
However, the most likely explanation, given the geographical

location, is that Jesus meant that he would build his church in the
midst of the worst kinds of immorality and idolatry — the gates of
Hades. True kingdom people will be able to stand strong in the most
demonic environments. From Matthew 16:19, please answer this
question:

What did JESUS QIVE? ...eeeiiiiiie ettt srre e
Ever since Jesus spoke these words, Christians have been seeking the
keys of the church! But Jesus has kept them for himself because he
wants our priority to be his kingdom. These keys give us a spiritual
authority which we should use in every situation we face.
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Please complete the following sentences from Matthew 16:19, which
show what these keys would do:

Whatever you bind onearth ...........ccooiiiiei i
Whatever you loose onearth ..........ccovvviiviiiici e

The more accurate translation is ‘will have been bound’, rather than
‘will be bound’. This means that we have been given the keys so that
we can bring to earth those things that are already happening in the
presence of God in heaven; and also to remove from earth those
activities which never take place in heaven.

Think of some of the things which are in heaven. Write down a few:

Our job is to loose on earth, through our prayers and our righteous
lifestyle, those things which are already in heaven. At the same time,
our prayers and lifestyle should come against those things on earth
which are not in heaven. This is how we use the authority given to us
through the keys of the kingdom.

Assignment

1. Spend time every day this week praying with authority for
heaven to come down on earth in the area where you live.

2. Pray that God will raise up kingdom men and women in
positions of influence on all the seven mountains.




5. Exceedingly Righteous

After our Indian friend with his US visa finally passed through
Immigration Control, he entered America and faced a whole new
world. For one thing, they drive on the ‘other’ side of the road, and he
was about to discover many other differences in the way Americans
live. They were not going to change their ways for him; he was going
to have to adapt to American culture.

It is the same when we enter the kingdom. We are expected to
embrace the culture of the kingdom and to live according to its
standards. Before we entered the kingdom, we may have had all sorts
of habits and ways of doing things. But Jesus wants us to have a new
way of thinking (See Ephesians 4:23) and a new way of life.

Read Matthew 5:17-20. The Pharisees and teachers of the law had
established a precise set of rules for what they considered to be holy
living. They thought that righteousness meant avoiding those activities
which the law forbade.

Jesus personally fulfilled all the law’s requirements, but he explained
that the kingdom has a higher standard than the law. We have already
seen that our righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees and teachers
of the law because Christ’s righteousness has been imputed to us.
However, Jesus taught that there our righteousness should also exceed
theirs in our daily living.

The Old Testament laws laid out clear instructions for how people
should live, but Jesus taught a totally new approach. It does not come
out of our human strength, working hard to obey a set of rules, but is
an expression of the life of Jesus within us. For each Old Testament
law which Jesus mentioned in Matthew 5:21-48, write down what he
taught the kingdom standard should be:

All the Old Testament laws dealt with external actions, but Jesus
expected a change of heart, which would produce a totally different
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way of living. We will now look at each of these contrasts in more
detail.

1. Murder and anger (vv 21-26)

These two seem very different, but read the account of Cain and Abel
in Genesis 4:1-10. Cain got angry because he did not get what he
wanted. He had expected God’s approval for his sacrifice but did not
receive it. All of us get angry for the same reason: we are not getting
what we want. Think of a time you got angry and write down what it
was you wanted but did not get:

After Cain got angry, the Lord gave him wise advice and a clear
warning in Genesis 4:6-7:

To fulfil the law To enter the Kingdom
v21 Do notmurder ...
v 27 Do not commit adultery ...
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Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin
is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master
it.

Feeling angry is not a sin, but what happens next often is. Ephesians
4:26-27 warns us that uncontrolled anger gives the devil a foothold.
That is why God told Cain that he must master his anger — or the
anger would master him. Sadly, Cain did not master his anger and he
ended up murdering his brother.

The next time you feel angry, reflect on this passage and ask the Lord
to help you master your anger so that it does not lead you into sin.

2. Adultery and lust (vv 27-30)

Adultery is ‘voluntary sexual intercourse between a married man and
someone other than his wife or between a married woman and
someone other than her husband.” The Ten Commandments forbade it
and the punishment for it was stoning to death. See Leviticus 20:10.
God is so opposed to adultery because it devastates marriages,
destroys families and damages society. He intended the powerful gift
of sex to be used only between a husband and his wife.

Hebrews 13:4 instructs us that Marriage should be honoured by all,
and the marriage bed kept pure. No Christian should be an adulterer.

But Jesus raised the standard for those who enter the kingdom. He
knew that adultery starts with lust in the heart, so he instructed men to
not even look at a woman lustfully. He said that looking like this was
equivalent to committing adultery in the heart. The world today is full
of people, images, books and films which constantly encourage lust.
But Job had to face similar temptations thousands of years ago. On the
next page, please write out Job 31:1:

Job recognised that fighting lust starts with controlling the eyes. David
failed to do this and ended up committing adultery with Bathsheba. 2
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Samuel 11:2 records that his sin started when he saw a woman
bathing. The woman was very beautiful. List some of the things you
see which could tempt you to lust if you were not careful to turn your
eyes away:

Whilst men have the bigger problem with lust, women should also
recognise that they can sin by stirring up lust. What was Bathsheba
doing bathing where King David could see her?! It was not just his
problem. That is why Paul told women to dress modestly, with
decency and propriety .... (1 Timothy 2:9)

Jesus himself instructed his disciples in Luke 17:1-2:

Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that
person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be
thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him
to cause one of these little ones to sin.

It is wrong for kingdom people to look lustfully. But it is also wrong
for them to dress or conduct themselves in a way which provokes
others to lust.

3. Law and heart (vv 31-32)

For the Jews, the main legal issue with divorce was that the man
should give his wife the right certificate. This was a good law in that it
stopped people being casual about divorce, but it missed the heart of
God. He hates divorce! (Malachi 2:16) He never wants a couple to
divorce because divorce damages people. The certificate is secondary.
If a wife has committed adultery, he is willing to permit divorce, but
he would prefer the couple to forgive each other and work at
rebuilding their marriage. Read Matthew 19:3-9 and write out:

The Pharisees’” qUESHION (V 3) IS I ..ooovvviiiieiiiiee e
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The Pharisees wanted to know what the law would permit them to get
away with. Jesus recognised that the root cause behind divorce is
hardness of heart. Living in the kingdom is not primarily about
following a set of rules but about keeping a pure heart before God.

4. Oaths and truth (vv 33-37)

The Jews had a system of oaths, in which they swore by heaven, the
earth, Jerusalem, their head or whatever. A person is required to take
an oath to try and make them speak honestly. In British law courts, a
witness was traditionally expected to swear on a Bible, ‘I promise to
tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. So help me
God.’ The oath may have made a person less likely to lie, because he
did not want to be punished for perjury, but it did not make him
honest. Jesus taught that kingdom people should always be honest, so
there is no need for them to take an oath, or say, ‘I promise...” He
expects them to always tell the truth. Write out Matthew 5:37 in full:

If we do not cultivate this ruthless honesty in what we say, Jesus said
that we are actually speaking the evil one’s thoughts and words. We
have to learn to say what we mean and to mean what we say. Do you
think that you have to be more careful with the honesty of your

speech? YES/NO
Give some recent examples of where you lacked total honesty:

5. Revenge and blessing (vv 38-48)

Once again, this law was good in that it limited a person from
excessively punishing another who had wronged him. It forbade him
from inflicting more injury than he had received. But Jesus said that



33 EXCEEDINGLY RIGHTEOUS

we should not even think of how to punish a person who has wronged
us. Instead, we should bless them. Make a list of the different things
Jesus told us to do to those who wrong us:

If you learn to do these things, and follow all the other practices
mentioned in Matthew 5, you will indeed be perfect, ... as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

Assignment

1. This lesson has looked at many areas where Jesus sets a high
standard of righteousness. Decide before God which ones you
need to work on.

2. Then, begin to pray about a specific area where you need to
change. Ask the Lord to work in you and to give you
situations in which you can behave as a kingdom person, and
not in your usual way.




6. The Kingdom and Religion

The Sermon on the Mount now turns to activities practised by
members of all religions. Religious works focus on external things
which create a good impression, whereas kingdom activity comes
from the heart.

A. Three religious practices

Complete these verses in Matthew 6 to see the activities Jesus taught
on:

V2 WHEN ..o
v5 WHEN ..
V16  WHeN oo

Jesus started each with ‘when’ not ‘if” because he assumed all
kingdom men and woman would give to the poor, pray and fast. He
also knew that most people had only been exposed to religious
examples before they entered the kingdom, so he began each topic by
teaching what we should not do.

1. Giving to the needy (Matthew 6:1-4)
Read Matthew 6:1-4 and answer these questions:
What should we not do when we give to the needy?
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When a religious person gives, he likes the recognition he receives
from men. It makes him feel good and important.

All over the world, plagues commemorate the generosity of people
who have already received their reward on earth. Sadly, they receive
no reward from Father. It is foolish to advertise our giving!

But we are still expected to give to the poorand needy and not ignore
them. Our heavenly Father cares deeply for such people and wants us
to share his concern. See pages 73-75. Now read Acts 9:36-41 and
answer these questions:

How had Tabitha (Dorcas) spent her life before she died

Now read the account of Cornelius in Acts 10:1-2; 30-31;
44-48 and answer:
What was Cornelius known for?

Truly, Father rewards those who give to the poor and needy.
2. Praying (Matthew 6:5-15)

Jesus warned against two wrong approaches to prayer in verses 5 and
7. In your own words, summarise what these are:

Once again, we see that the danger of religious activity is this human
desire to put onan act to impress others. In Matthew 6:6, Jesus taught
us the best way to approach prayer. Please write it out in full:
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This does not mean that praying with others is unnecessary. In
Matthew 18:19, Jesus promised that if two of you on earth agree
about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. Acts 1:14 is one example of the early church praying
together. But the foundation for prayer is in the ‘secret place’ where
you are alone with God. When you are on your own with him you are
much less likely to be hypocritical and ‘babble on’. Jesus promised
that Father would reward such private prayer.

Jesus then gave us a model prayer, which we often call the Lord’s
prayer. Itis quite likely that you know it off by heart, but here it is
again:

1. | Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name,

2. | your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

3. | Give us today our daily bread.

4. | Forgive us our debts, as we also have
forgiven our debtors

5. | And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one.

In the right hand column, write down one or two words which
summarise the thrust of the sentence in the left hand column. For
example against the 3rd statement, you could write ‘Provision’ or
something similar. When you have written in your five words or
phrases, you now have your own outline for prayer. Try using it the
next time you are in the secret place with Father.

Jesus felt that he had to expand and emphasise what he had taught us
to pray in statement number 4 above, so read Matthew 6:14-15 and
fill in the blanks:

Forifyou ........................... men when they sin against you, your
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heavenly Father will also ... ....................... you. Butif you do not

wet e e e eeeeeen. e their sins, your Father will not ......................
your sins.
He taught us to ask for forgiveness from Father in the same way as we

have already forgiven others. He also warned that if we do not do this,
then the Father will not forgive us.

This is covered in more detail on page 43.
3. Fasting (Matthew 6:16-18)

Jesus assumed that kingdom people would fast and, once again, his
teaching began with a warning. What behaviour did Jesus warn his
disciples against?

A much fuller teaching on fasting is found in the companion booklet,
Drawing Closer to God, pages 19-21. That study looks at many
references to fasting throughout the Bible and draws the following
conclusions:

1 People fast at various times, to:
a) Confess sin and demonstrate genuine repentance.
b) Seek God’s intervention in a difficult situation.
c) Obtain guidance or direction from the Lord.
d) Grieve over someone’s death.

Fasting expresses an earnest seeking after God and a passionate
desire for him and his ways. Jesus promised that Father would
reward such fasting.

The most common fast is a one day fast, or at least abstaining
from food ‘until the sun sets’. A few people undertook longer
fasts, but all of these were in response to the Lord’s direct leading.
See Matthew 4:2 and Exodus 34:28.

There are two dangers for us in the way we handle our bodies:
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a) Treating our bodies harshly because we believe they cause our
spiritual problems. This is like the ascetics of Hinduism. See
Colossians 2:20-21.

b) Indulging our fleshly desires because we are ‘under grace’ so
that we do not learn self control. See Philippians: 3:18-19

A godly approach to fasting avoids these extremes.
B. Two important indicators
1. Earthly possessions (Matthew 6:19-24)

We have seen (p 11) that it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom. In this section, Jesus warned again about being wrongly
concerned with money. What two reasons did he give why we should
not store up treasures on earth?

Instead of accumulating treasures on earth, Jesus urged us to store up
treasures in heaven, where our investment would be eternally safe. We
have to see the importance of this, so Jesus emphasised our need for
good eyes. We will never invest in heaven if we cannot see the value
of putting our treasure there. Write down your ideas of what Jesus
meant by storing up treasures in heaven:

He concluded this teaching with a solemn warning. Please read
Matthew 6:24 and complete this sentence:

YOU CANNOL SEIVE DOTN o.veeiiiiiiieee et a e

If 10 = serving God completely, and 0 = totally living for
money, how do you think an honest person would rate your
life?

Please be ready to discuss the reasons for your score.
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Even in Paul’s time, some preachers of the Gospel were living for
money. In 2 Corinthians 2:17, he ‘boasted’: Unlike so many, we do
not peddle the word of God for profit. May our ‘boast’ be the same
throughout our lives.

2. Worry (Matthew 6:25-34)

Worry and anxiety mean that we do not trust God. The nub of this
teaching is found in Jesus’ exclamation in v 30 — O you of little faith!
It requires faith to enter the kingdom, and faith to live a kingdom life
in obedience to the King. Write down the three areas we could easily
worry about if we have no faith:

The way to overcome anxiety is to cast ourselves upon God. We are
more valuable than the birds and more important than the lilies of the
field. If he provides for them, he will certainly provide for us. The
way to cast ourselves on God is described in a verse we have looked at
earlier,

Matthew 6:33:But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well.

If we play our part in advancing God’s kingdom, and his
righteousness, on earth as it is in heaven, the Lord will certainly give
us all these things.

Assignment

Write down any ways in which you plan to change the way you
give to the poor, pray and/or fast. Be ready to talk about the steps
you have taken when you meet for the next study.




7. Building on Rock

Matthew 7 is the final chapter of the Sermon on the Mount, in which
Jesus described the kingdom way of life. He has earlier tackled
everyday subjects such as anger, lust and anxiety. He now turns to
other aspects of daily living.

1. Judging (Matthew 7:1-6)

Jesus gave a strong warning against judging, telling us that we will be
judged with the same measure which we use to judge others. Jesus set
a very high standard and clearly wants us to avoid judging. However,
we need to understand exactly what Jesus meant. Write out 1
Corinthians 2:15 in full:

This seems to contradict what Jesus taught in Matthew 7:1. Of
course, this is not the case, but it is confusing because ‘judging’ has
two meanings:

1. Assessing: evaluating whether something is right or wrong;
correct or incorrect. This is what the jury does when it assesses
whether a person under trial is guilty or not. Assessing does not
punish a person; it only assesses whether the person has done
wrong or not.

2. Condemning: punishing a person who has done wrong. The judge
may pronounce ‘Five years’ imprisonment’ over someone found
guilty of theft. The thief has now been condemned. We can also
condemn people when we speak harsh, critical, judgemental words
over them.

Jesus told us not to condemn people, but he certainly expected us to
assess them. Matthew 7:6 makes this clear: Do not give dogs what is
sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. How can we know who are
pigs and dogs if we do not learn to assess? In your own words, write
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down two reasons which Jesus gave as to why we should not condemn
people:

When we begin to get irritated by others’ faults, we should remember:

"1 How patient God is with our faults. He keeps loving us even
though we keep on doing wrong.

That others have to put up with our faults too.

1 That, by nature, we magnify others’ faults and make light of our
own. We should therefore be slow to look for specks in other
people.

2. Prayer - again! (Matthew 7:7-11)
Read Matthew 7:7-11 and fill in the blanks:

vevveeren. and it will be given to you; ....................... and you
will find; ............................... and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who..................... receives;, he Who ......................
finds; and to him who ... ........................., the door will be opened.
Which of you, if his son ........................ for bread, will give him a

stone? Orifhe ............ for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then,
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give

cee -/

Although Jesus warned against religious prayer in Matthew 6, he
longs for his people to have such an intimate relationship with Father
that they are not shy to ask him for whatever they need. These verses
promise that we will receive whatever we ask for. Write down any
instance when you asked for something and Father gave it:
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3. A summary of kingdom living

Matthew 7:12 So in everything, do to others what you would have
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the
Prophets.

This is a staggering statement — all the requirements of the Old
Testament law are summed up by Jesus in one sentence. The apostle
Paul also made his summation of the law in Galatians 5:14. Please
write it out:

Both Jesus and Paul take the focus away from laws about what | ought
to do, and replace them with a concern for others - how will other
people be affected by what | do? Laws are made to stop people
harming others and behaving inconsiderately. No law can change a
person’s heart, although it may make him behave better because he
does not want to be punished for breaking the law. When we are born
again, Jesus begins a process of transformation within us.

Read this promise from Ezekiel 36:26 and fill in the blanks:

T will give you a new ... .................and puta new ............cce.. ... ...
in you, I will remove from you your..................... .. ... ..... Of stone
And IVE YOU @ ... ....cc oo cee e ee e e e veeee e e o O fleSh.

The new birth has brought Jesus into our innermost being and makes
us sensitive like him. We can begin to get into other people’s shoes
and feel something of what they must feel. If this has not started
happening to you, ask the Lord to soften your heart and give you real
concern for others.

All Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount fit in with this
instruction of Matthew 7:12. We do not want others to get angry with
us, sowe should not get angry with them. We would not like some
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man to lust after our wife, sister or daughter, so we should not do that
to another’s. When we have wronged a person, we do not want them
to take revenge on us. So we should behave the same towards those
who wrong us. And so on.

List some of the things which you do not like other people doing to
you:

Now, consider the list and ask yourself whether you have done any of
these to others. If you have, repent and ask the Lord to forgive you.
And ask him to help you to treat others in the way in which you would
like to be treated.

4, Trees and fruit (Matthew 7:13-20)

We have already looked at Matthew 7:13-14 (page 14) where Jesus
urged us to enter by the narrow gate, and warned against taking the
wide road that leads to destruction. In Matthew 7:15-20, he describes
false prophets who had chosen this wide path. These false prophets
seem fine on the outside but their heart has not been touched. They
have not received the heart of flesh promised by Ezekiel and,
inwardly, they are still ferocious wolves interested only in satisfying
their own desires. Their basic selfishness has not been touched by the
Lord even though they look like genuine sheep. Jesus understood that
it might be difficult to recognise such people so he provided a test to
help us to identify them.

WAt WaS the T8ST? ....eeieiiieiiieee sttt e s s st e e e st e e e en e e e ares

Write down what you think Jesus had in mind by good fruit?



ENTERING THE KINGDOM 44

Fruit, of course, does not appear immediately atree is planted, and it
may take years for us to actually know whether a person is a false or
true prophet. Even false prophets appear very convincing and
attractive when we first meet them, so we should be cautious of a new
person, without being overly suspicious.

5. Building on rock (Matthew 7:21-27)

Matthew 7:21 contains a general principle which we looked at on
page 7. There are many people — not just false prophets —who say,
‘Lord, Lord’ but they do not actually enter the kingdom. These people
sound passionate and excited about Jesus, but they never enter the
kingdom to do the Father’s will.

Jesus wants obedience - not just good words!

Then in Matthew 7:22-23, Jesus highlights another area of concern.
He mentions people who claim to have done three things. Please write
them down:

They seemed like true charismatic Christians! But Jesus will tell them
plainly, ‘Inever knew you. Away from me, you evildoers.” They had
obviously not been born again and were only giving an appearance of
spirituality. Whilst doing the Father’s will is essential for advancing
the kingdom, our obedience must flow from our love relationship with
him. As Jesus said in John 14:15, If you love me, you will obey what
| command. Our motivation must be our love for him.

Jesus wants a relationship of love - not just obedience!

Jesus then concluded his ‘kingdom manifesto’ with a story
encouraging them to live the kingdom life. Read Matthew 7:24-27
and answer these questions:
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Where did the wise man build his hOUSE? .......cooviiieiriee s e,

What happened to it when the storm and floods came?

Jesus wants obedience - not just good listeners! Jesus wants us to
build our lives on the rock of total obedience to everything he says.
Matthew 7:21 shows that entering the kingdom is a life of obedience,
doing the will of the Father. Look up Romans 14:17 and write it out
in full:

The kingdom lifestyle has a foundation of righteousness — doing what
is right in God’s sight. If we discipline ourselves to do that on a daily

basis, it will lead to the peace and joy of Romans 14:17. But there is

no shortcut.

Assignment

Ask the Lord to show you areas of your life where you are not
practising the words of Jesus. Note these and be ready to talk
about them at the next lesson.




8. Advancing the Kingdom

We need to understand four complementary truths about the kingdom:

1. The kingdom has not yet come. It will ultimately be established when
Jesus returns with final judgment. See Matthew 24:27; 30-44 and
many other verses.

2. Thekingdom has come. See Luke 17:20-21. At this present time, we
can now taste and experience something of the future kingdom.
Hebrews 6:5 says that we have tasted the goodness of the word of
God and the powers of the coming age.

3. The kingdom is coming immediately. It is now ‘at hand’ or ‘near’.
See Matthew 4:17 etc.

4. The kingdom will be delayed. It is not yet here but it will definitely
come. See Revelation 11:15

We live in both the ‘now’ and the ‘not yet’ of the kingdom. Jesus began
his ministry, demonstrating the kingdom and introducing certain aspects
of the kingdom, but he knew that the kingdom would not be fully
established on earth until he returns.

In Matthew 11, John the Baptist was in prison, wondering whether he had
been mistaken about Jesus. He was living in the ‘not yet’ of the kingdom.
Was Jesus really the one who was bringing in the kingdom of heaven? To
reassure him, Jesus sent John a message:

Matthew 11:4-5 Go back and report to John what you hear and
see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those
who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the good news is preached
to the poor.

Jesus had no doubt that the miracles confirmed that he really was the one
sent from God. See John 10:38.

We have seen that both John the Baptist and Jesus started their ministries
with exactly the same message, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near. See Matthew 3:2 and Matthew 4:17.

However, John 10:41 tells us that John never performed even one
miracle. In contrast, Jesus was constantly working signs and wonders
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everywhere he preached. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every
disease and sickness among the people. (Matthew 4:23) In Matthew
11:11, Jesus affirmed how important John the Baptist had been in
preparing the way for him. He also made an almost unbelievable
statement about people in the kingdom. Write out this verse in full:

Jesus pointed out that John the Baptist was only born of a woman. He had
seen the kingdom but he had not experienced the second birth which
Jesus explained to Nicodemus in John 3.

He also stated that the least in the kingdom is greater than John! This is
because the least in the kingdom has been born again and baptised in the
Holy Spirit. Unlike John the Baptist, the least in the kingdom has the
power and authority to work miracles. Now read and complete Matthew
11:12:

From the days of John the Baptist until now, the ..............cc.coee e
has been ...................advancing, and ........................ lay hold ofit.

The least person in the kingdom is able to ‘forcefully’ advance the
kingdom in the same way as Jesus did — through the message and the
miracles. Force is the application of power. A car engine may develop 50
horsepower and can be raced so that it makes a lot of noise. But that
power is of no use until it is transmitted through the wheels. When the
power gets to the wheels, they exert a force on the road which pushes the
car forward.

In Acts 1:8, Jesus promised that we would receive power when the Holy
Spirit came upon us. It is our job to forcefully use that power to push the
kingdom forward. That is what Jesus had been doing from the days of
John the Baptist. And he expects us to forcefully do the same by fighting
the forces of darkness and increasing the expression of the kingdom of
God on earth.

An alternative translation of Matthew 11:12 says, the kingdom of heaven
has been suffering violence. There is a violent battle going on with the
dominion of darkness which we, kingdom people, have to fight
forcefully.
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As we have seen, we live in the ‘now’ and the ‘not yet’ of the kingdom.
Jesus has equipped us to play our part now in establishing his kingdom

on earth. Here are some weapons we can use to help forcefully advance
it.

1. Praise and Worship

Read Acts 16:23-26 and write down what Paul and Silas did in the
middle of the night when they were in jail in

Philippi:
Now turn to 2 Chronicles 20:14-22 and write down what Jehoshaphat
and the people of Israel did to win victory:

David was the greatest warrior king of the Old Testament and he won
many great victories against his enemies. He was also the greatest
worshipper of the Old Testament, as the Psalms show. Although praise
and worship does not always bring victory in itself, it prepares the heart
for battle and aligns our minds and spirits with the greatness of the God
who gives us victory.

2. Praying

As we have seen, Jesus considered prayer an essential foundation to the
kingdom life. Write out Matthew 6:9-10 — the words Jesus taught us to

pray:

Prayer starts with honouring our Father in heaven; it continues with
praying for the kingdom to come. That means asking for the Lord’s will
to be done on earth. Our prayers, on our own, and with others, make a
difference to how quickly God’s ways are established on earth.

Because we are fighting a battle against the forces of darkness, there
often has to be real aggression in our prayers. An example of this is found
in Acts 4:24-31. In your own words, write down what the believers
prayed for:
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3. Proclaiming Jesus

There is something so wonderful about the name of Jesus. Peter and John
had realised this through their years of walking with him. That is why
they told the Jewish rulers and elders in Acts 4:12: Salvation is found in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by
which we must be saved.

Because God wants all people to be saved, it is important that we keep on
proclaiming the name of Jesus. He is the Saviour. And he is Lord.

Now read 1 Peter 3:15 and answer these questions:

Whom do we set apart in our hearts? .........ccccoevviiincninec s e
When should we be ready to give an answWer? ...........cccevveiniienecnne
Whom should we give the answer to? ..............c.eovinnnn...

What is the reason for our hope? ..............coooviiiiinain.

How should we give the answer? ..................c.cooeiiin.

We should take every opportunity to use tracts, testimonies and simple
sharing of the Gospel to let people know of the Saviour.

4. Performing miracles
Look up 1 Corinthians 4:20 and fill in the blanks:
Forthe....................... isnot a matter of ............ butof...............

For Jesus, the message of the kingdom and the working of miracles went
together. Matthew 9:35 records that: Jesus went through all the towns
and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.

In Matthew 10:7-8, Jesus instructed his disciples as he sent them out:
Please fill in the blanks: As you go, preach this message:

"The ....vvvveeeeieeies cevvvvee e dsmear.' ........... the sick,

............ thedead, .................. those whohave ..............,

........... out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.



ENTERING THE KINGDOM 50

Jesus expected the message of the kingdom to be followed by a
demonstration of the power of God. Mark 16:20 records that, after Jesus
had ascended into heaven, ...the disciples went out and preached
everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by
the signs that accompanied it.

Now read the following verse many times, until it is in your spirit. You
may also want to memorise this amazing promise so that it grips you
completely.

John 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do
what | have been doing. He will do even greater things
than these, because | am going to the Father.

This truth applies to you! Kingdom people know they have received
authority to work miracles. They then step out in faith wherever they are
and expect to see the Lord working mighty signs and wonders through
them.

5. Practising righteousness

We have looked at the connection between righteousness and the
kingdom on several occasions. Living righteously is being a kingdom
person. Righteousness has got authority, and, we will discover that our
righteous life impacts people around us. Peoples’ minds can be
challenged and changed when we demonstrate love, honesty, refusal to
bribe or any other aspect of the kingdom.

Can you think of any time when your righteous behaviour changed the
way the people around you thought or acted? If so make a note of it here
and share it with the others in your group.

Assignment

In the coming week, compile a record of each time you do
something to advance the kingdom of God. Be ready to talk about
it at the next study.




9. The Greatness of the Kingdom

This study book is based mainly on Matthew’s Gospel. Matthew used
the phrase ‘kingdom of heaven’ 32 times and the phrase ‘kingdom of
God’ on 4 occasions. Interestingly, the phrase ‘kingdom of heaven’
does not appear anywhere else in the New Testament. Instead, Mark,
Luke and John used the phrase ‘kingdom of God’, which appears 48
times in their writings.

Often, there seems to be no real difference between the phrases. Look
up each of these verses and fill in the blanks:

Matthew 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for

BRE v e e e DS mear.”

Mark 1:15 ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The .............cc..cevveeen. is
near. Repent and believe the good news!’

Matthew’s teaching emphasises where the seat of government is, and
the heavenly atmosphere which is created when the kingdom is
established. The other Gospels focus on the One who is doing the
governing. Each Gospel writer used the phrase which would
communicate best with his ‘target’ audience. Matthew was writing
primarily to Jews who were quite familiar with the idea of heaven.
The others were writing to Romans and Greeks who understood the
government of kings and emperors.

Whilst the differences could be explored further, the main point is that
God is looking for people who will obey him so completely that the
atmosphere of heaven is produced on earth.

Now please read and discuss the quotations on page 52 with the others
doing this study with you:
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The kingdom of heaven recasts life on this planet from Jesus’ own
perspective... Jesus introduced a new way of thinking, raising
sights to a life that extends into eternity and involves unseen
worlds which we do not have the capacity to detect. He came to
establish an alternate community centred on values from that
invisible world, ‘on earth as it is in heaven.” Seen in that light, the
kingdom of heaven promotes what matters most and lasts longest.

Philip Yancey

The kingdom of God has the power to undo everything that the
kingdom of darkness has established in its absence. The Bible
speaks several times of the restoration of all things. The kingdom
of God is the instrument through which that restoration takes place.

Alan Vincent

In Matthew 12, Jesus contrasted the kingdom with three different parts
of Jewish history. Read the following verses and complete the
comparisons:

v 6 ONE Qreater oo
VAL ONEQIEAEI oot e
VA2 ONEQOIEALEI oottt

‘One greater’ may be more accurately translated ‘something greater’
and refers to the kingdom, which is greater than each of these three.

A. Greater than the Temple

The temple was the focal point of the Jewish religion. This is its
history:

957 BC Solomon completed the temple; Babylonians
destroyed it in 586 BC
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515 BC Zerubbabel rebuilt it in a simpler form but it was
desecrated by Romans in 169 BC. It was later cleansed
for religious activities.

19 BC Herod the Great started to rebuild the temple piece by
piece. It was completed in 64AD and destroyed by the
Roman armies in 70AD.

Today The Muslim shrine, ‘The Dome of the Rock’ stands on
the site.

Jews (and some Christians) are praying for the temple to be restored,
but history shows that God did not seek to protect or preserve it. The
New Testament makes it clear that Jesus was looking for something
greater than the temple.

Read John 2:14-22 and answer these questions:

What did Jesus find in the temple courts?

What action did he take? ..o
What motivated Jesus to dO thiS? ........cccoiiiiniiniiiiieie e
What did the Jews demand? ..........cocoieiimeiiiie e
What did JESUS PrOMISE? ......cocuiiiiiiiiiiie et
What temple was he speaking Of? ..........ccooiniiiinic e

On another occasion, Jesus stood in front of the temple and promised
that: the time will come when not one stone will be left on another;
every one of them will be thrown down. (Luke 21:6)

Jesus was not particularly interested in the physical building and its
religious practices. He was concerned for his body — the people of
God who would love him and freely follow him. Fill in the blanks in 1
Cor 3:16-17:

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s ..............cccoovvvvvuvennnn.
and that God’s Spirit [ives in you? If anyone destroys God'’s



ENTERING THE KINGDOM

cevevenene e, God Will destroy him; for God’s .................... IS

sacred, andyou are that ....................

The kingdom offers something greater than temple religion as the

following chart shows. Think about the church you presently attend

and, against each contrast, write down your rating in the right hand
column on a scale of 0 to 10, where: 0 = totally Temple and 10 =

completely Kingdom.

Temple religion

Kingdom model

[BN]

Professional clergy or “full timers’
have special status, special clothes
and/or titles. They take the lead
whilst ‘ordinary’ church members
are spectators or ‘the laity’

All are priests. 1 Peter 2:9. Every
believer has the authority to pray,
baptise, break bread, mowve in
spiritual gifts and make disciples.
Matthew 28:18-20

Distinct areas for Gentiles, women,
and men. Leads to class
distinctions and casteism. James
2:2ff

All are welcome — regardless of
background and social standing.
Matthew 8:11; Colossians 3:11

Place is very important — oftenan
expensive and decorated building.
A holy place, sanctuary.

Place is not important. Any home,
office or school will do. Matthew
10:11-13; Romans 16:5

Holy Communion is a formalised,
religious ceremony administered by
professionals.

Communion is acommunity meal
eatentogether with gladness — not
a formality. Acts 2:46; 1 Cor
11:20-23

Worshipinvolves a few
‘specialists’ and tends to become
performance oriented and
dominated by musicians and/or the
worship leader.

Everybody participates inworship
in prayer, prophecy, singing and
instructing. 1 Corinthians
14:26f; Ephesians 5:19

The work expands by inviting
people to come into a church
meeting. This requires more and
more buildings.

The work grows as believers meet
and pray for unbelievers, and
moving in God’s power. Mark
16:20.
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Submission to one man, or group of
men, who oftenare part of an
authority hierarchy.

Submissionto the Lord first and
foremost, and then to one another.
James 4:7;Eph 5:21

Professional(s) control the flock,
who oftenlive in fear of ‘pastor’

People honour and respect elders
but are not controlled by them

Organizational and denominational
churches under own leaders, each
church belonging to its own empire

Regional network of churches
relating loosely and without
central, imposed authority

Appears successful and appeals to
people’s religious spiritand pride.
Matthew 23:5

Appears ‘insignificant’, and often
unimpressive. It may be slightly
humbling to be associated with it

Dewelops selfish Christians who are
primarily concerned with whether
the church meets their needs

Dewelops serving Christians who
care for one another and for
people in need. Matthew 25:31-
46

Appeals to one’s religious instincts

Ministers to one’s hunger for God

Be ready to discuss the reasons for each score you have put down.

B. Greater than Jonah

Almost all of us know the story of how Jonah was swallowed by a
whale because he disobeyed the Lord’s call to Nineveh. One amazing
truth from this story is that God was so full of grace that he was
willing to give him a second chance. Read Jonah 3 and answer these
questions:

What was the Lord’s instruction?

How did Jonah reSPond? .......cc.oeoviiieie it
How did the Ninevites respond to Jonah?

How did the King reSpond? .......cccociveiiiiiiiene s
How did God respond?
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When Jesus said that the kingdom is greater than Jonah, he was
talking about the city-wide impact Jonah witnessed — not about
Jonah’s disobedience or the whale. Nineveh took three days to walk
across and was inhabited by some 600,000 people. The city and its
ruler were transformed because they all responded to Jonah’s warning
of impending destruction. The gospel of the kingdom has even greater
power than anything Jonah said. It can transform the city or region
where you live. Ask God to do it!

C. Greater than Solomon

Solomon established a vast empire which brought goods and riches
from many different nations. Write out 1 Kings 10:22-23 in full:

Solomon traded with most parts of the known world, but the kingdom
is greater than Solomon’s empire because it will impact all nations. In
Matthew 24:14, Jesus promised that, ... this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and
then the end will come. All people will hear the gospel of the
kingdom. And, in the same way that Solomon’s empire amassed great
wealth, finances will pour into kingdom enterprises to:

1. Help the poorand needy. See Acts 2:45; 4:34-37

2. Bring about equality. See 2 Corinthians 8:13-14

3. Establish excellent hospitals and centres of education
4. Develop new kingdom businesses

5. ANy Other i8aS? ...ooiiveieiiiie i e

Assignment

In what ways has this lesson helped you appreciate the kingdom
more? Write down specific ways in which you have grown in your
understanding.




10. The Secrets of the Kingdom
A. The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-9)

We now look at one of Jesus” most famous kingdom parables. Read
Matthew 13:1-9. This is a simple, inoffensive, rural story which
everybody knew was true to life. But write out his conclusion in vo:

Jesus implied that there was more to this parable than the obvious
farming truth. His disciples understood this but did not know what the
deeper meaning was which is why they complained about Jesus
speaking to the people in parables (v 10). Now read Matthew 13:11-
17 and answer these questions:

Who has been given the secrets of the kingdom of heaven?

Why should the disciples —and us — be happy that we know these
things?

This passage shows how important the disciples were to Jesus. Whilst
he was investing so much into them, he did not seem concerned that
the crowds could not understand his teaching. In Matthew 13:18-23,
Jesus interpreted each element in the parable. In your own words,
write his interpretation here:

THE SBBU oot
THE Pat oo e
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ROCKY PIACES ettt
AMONG thOMMS .. s ee e
GO0U SOIl e

The point of the parable is that some people receive the seed, which is
the message of the kingdom, but others do not. Those who receive it
have the potential to produce a massive yield. In Luke’s version of the
parable, there are three keys for being good soil. Read Luke 8:15 and
write them out, praying that the Lord will enable you to be good soil
like this:

The message of the kingdom requires a personal commitment!

This parable is followed by six others, each intended to motivate the
disciples to seek first the kingdom. Jesus is passionate about his
kingdom —and he wants all his disciples to be passionate too.

B. The Parable of the Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30)

Read Matthew 13:24-30, and also Jesus’ explanation in Matthew
13:36-43. This parable teaches that there will be a judgment at the end
of the age. Some will be saved and go to heaven; others will go to
hell. In our day and age, this sounds stark and unloving, but it was
consistently taught by Jesus himself:

Matthew 5:22 But anyone who says, ‘You fool!” will be in
danger of the fire of hell.

Matthew 18:9 It is better for you to enter life with one eye
than to have two eyes and be thrown into the
fire of hell.
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Matthew 25:41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,
for God’s wrath remains on him.

John 15:6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire
and burned.

The question remains though: Why did Jesus tell this parable
immediately after urging them to be disciples who would bear much
fruit for the kingdom?

Jesus probably realized that his disciples could see how well the sons
of the evil one were doing in this earthly life. Asaph struggled with the
same problem in Psalm 73:3: For | envied the arrogant when | saw
the prosperity of the wicked. Jesus was teaching his disciples that,
even though there would be a sacrifice in this life, they would receive
blessings for all eternity.

List some of the occasions when you have had to make a costly stand
for the Kingdom:

Standing for the kingdom will be worth it in the end!

C. The Mustard Seed and the Yeast (Matthew 13:31-33)

Jesus had been enthusing about the kingdom, but his apostles probably
began looking at their little group — just twelve young men with
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limited ability. What difference could they make? In these two
parables, Jesus was again motivating them to give their all for the
kingdom. Write down the transformation which takes place in the
elements in each of the parables:

Matthew 13:31-32 A e

Matthew 13:33 e transforms

Jesus told these parables to build his disciples’ faith. Even though they
were small in number, he knew they could make a huge impact. In
Acts 4:13, the Jewish leaders recognised that they were unschooled,
ordinary men.

Within 20 years, the enemies of Christianity were complaining about
how effective the disciples and their followers had been. Read Acts
17:6, and write down the complaint:

TS MBI et ee e e et e et e e e e e v e e e e enaeees

Even a few kingdom people can make a great impact!

D. The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl
(Matthew 13:44-46)

Read Matthew 13:44-46. These two parables have a simple point — it
is worth giving up everything to get the kingdom. With the hidden
treasure, the man was not even looking for it. He just discovered it
whilst digging and realized that it was in his interest to sell everything
he had to buy that field.

In contrast, the pearl merchant was earnestly seeking pearls. And, like
the digger, he sold everything he had when he saw the value of the
pearl. This pair of parables reminds us that the kingdom can be
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entered both by seekers, and also by those who just stumble upon it.
Underline which type you were:

A seeker A stumbler

Once again, though, we need to ask why Jesus told these two parables.
Perhaps the disciples had begun wondering about what sacrifices
would be required of them. Jesus assured them that it was worth
losing everything if they just got the kingdom — the pearl of great
price.

Matthew 19:27 records Peter’s concern, ‘We have left everything to
follow you! What then will there be for us?’ Jesus responded to Peter’s
anxiety by promising him, and each of us, in Matthew 19:29 that:
...everyone Who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or
mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times
as much and will inherit eternal life.

The common point of these parables is that both men realized it was
worth giving up everything they had to get what they had seen. It is
also true that it is worth sacrificing everything we have to enter the

kingdom and play our part in advancing it.

Have you made that decision yet? YES/NO

If you answered ‘YES’, describe in a few words when and how this
happened:

Getting the kingdom is worth losing everything for!

E. The Parable of the Net (Matthew 13:47-50)
This parable, like most of the earlier ones, begins with the
familiar words (V 47): ONCE ......oovveiiiriiiie e
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Each parable in this chapter captures an aspect of the kingdom. Read
Matthew 13:47-50 which teaches something similar to the parable of
the weeds. Please answer the following questions:

What were caught in the net? ...
What do these types of fish signify?
What happened to the bad fiSh? ...

What happens to the wicked?
............................................................... This parable is probably
intended as a final exhortation to the disciples to live for the kingdom,

If you don’t seek the kingdom, you will lose everything!

and a severe warning to them of the consequences of living for any
other cause.

Assignment

In this study we have seen various kingdom parables in which
Jesus was motivating his disciples to seek first the kingdom.

In a similar context to Matthew 13, Mark 4 includes one more
parable. Read Mark 4:26-29 and ask the Lord to show you what
motivation Jesus was giving to his disciples there. Be ready to
discuss this at your next meeting.




11. Forgiveness and More

This chapter looks at five kingdom parables. As you come to each
parable, first read through the full story which Jesus told. If you have
time, pause after each parable and ask the Lord for deeper insight.

A. The wicked servant (Matthew 18:21-35)

What a story! The first servant had built up a huge debt of 10,000
talents - over $9,000,000,000 at today’s gold rate. It was virtually
impossible to repay, yet he came to his master, fell on his knees before
him. 'Be patient with me," he begged, ‘and | will pay back everything.'
(Matthew 18:26)

The master was incredibly gracious, took pity on him, canceled the
debt and let him go. (Matthew 18:27) It was an amazing act of mercy
by the master as there was not much possibility of the servant ever
repaying the debt. This is a picture of the way the Lord forgives us
when we believe in Jesus.

According to Romans 3:23, what have all done?

We deserved to die for our sins but God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) The master has let us off. We
are forgiven all our sins — or debts as the parable calls them.

Then this first servant who had been forgiven so much went out and
met another servant who owed him 100 denarii —the average daily
wage for 100 days. This was a fraction of what he had just been
forgiven, but he refused to listen to his colleague’s plea and had him
put in prison until he could pay his debt.

This behaviour shocked the other servants and should shock us too.
But the reality is that we often behave in exactly the same way. We
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have been forgiven sins which deserved death, but, when another
person sins against us, we refuse to forgive them. Colossians 3:13
describes the standard God expects of us. Look it up and write it out:

This verse makes it clear that God expects us to forgive whatever
grievances we may have, and to do it in the same way as the Lord has
forgiven us. To grasp what this means, we need to be aware that when
the Lord forgives us:

1 we owe him nothing; Jesus has paid in full. Isaiah
53:6

"1 he removes our sins far away from us. Psalm
103:12

[J he chooses to remember our sins no more. Isaiah
43:25

This is the family standard of forgiveness. Now turn to Mark 11:25
and fill in the blanks: Andwhenyou ................ccooooeiiien i,
ifyou hold ....................... AAI‘NSE ARYONE, ... ... oeeeee e ee e e

vevvereeneen ... NimM, S0 that your Father in heaven may ... .................
you your sins.
This verse shows us that:

"1 We should not wait until we are asked by a person to forgive him.
We may never be. We should forgive when we are alone with God
in prayer.

1 The command covers anything and anyone — whatever grievances.
It may be big or small - anything we have held against another
person.

1 We have to forgive the person who has wronged us so that we can
keep receiving God’s forgiveness. This is what is taught in
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Matthew 6:14-15 and what was shown by the master in the
parable in Matthew 18.

Can you think of any person you have not forgiven? Decide now to
forgive them without waiting any longer. Decide now that they owe
you nothing. Now write out Jesus conclusion to this parable in
Matthew 18:35:

If we do not forgive a person who has wronged us, we end up in a jail
of our own making, as v 34 teaches. There, we will be tortured by our
own bitterness and resentment. So, be quick to forgive, just as the
Lord has forgiven you!

Forgiveness is not an option in the kingdom; it is essential

B. The Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16)

Read through this parable, imagining that you are one of the labourers
who start working at 6am. As you toil, a few more people join in at
9am, then more at noon and 3pm. A final group of workers only begin
work at 5pm. You have watched this happen but have faithfully got on
with the tasks you were given.

Then comes pay time and the boss gives one denarius to those who
started at Spm. You start calculating: ‘One denarius for one hour’s
work, | should get twelve for a full day.” That’s reasonable. But then
he just gives everybody, including you, one denarius. What you would

feel i that SIUBLION? ..ooveeeie ettt e

I might well feel the same! In Matthew 20:15, Jesus pointed to the
heart problem which surfaces in a situation like this. Fill in the blanks:

Orare you ........oovvevvvnnennnnn. because [am .................coiill ?

When God blesses others, it is so easy for us to resent the blessing the
other gets. God may give somebody else a healing, a new job, a
wonderful spouse, financial gain, a supernatural miracle, outstanding
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spiritual gifts or whatever he chooses. When another person is blessed
our first reaction is sometimes envy. Why did he bless them and not
me? Write down a situation when you have felt like that:

The first step in dealing with envy is recognizing it, which you have
now done. The second step is to confess the sin envy to the Lord. 1
John 1:9 assures us that: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Then, we need to ask the Lord to help us rejoice when others rejoice,
just as 1 Corinthians 12:26 teaches us.

Envy has no place in the hearts of kingdom people

C. The Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-32)

We have seen that entering the kingdom of God means doing the will
of the Father. Summarise the behaviour of the two sons in your own
words:

THE FIFSE SON oot ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e

Matthew 7:21 shows that many people make the right religious
noises, but never enter the kingdom. The second son made a similar
promise but actually did nothing — like many Christians. Have you
ever made a commitment to do something for the Lord, and then not
actually done it?

YES/NO
Be ready to share about this.

In the kingdom, obedience is more important than empty

Jesus addressed this parable to the Jewish leaders and followed it in
Mathew 21:31 with the sad comment: | tell you the truth, the tax
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collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead
of you.

Even though the Jewish leaders saw how the tax collectors and
prostitutes responded to John’s message, they themselves refused to
repent and believe — and enter the kingdom. Why do you think they
would not enter the kingdom?

Please read Luke 18:9-14 to see at least one of the reasons why the
religious leaders would not enter the kingdom.

D. The Tenants in the Vineyard (Matthew 21:33-46)

Matthew 21:45 says that: When the chief priests and the Pharisees
heard Jesus' parables, they knew he was talking about them. This
parable accurately and prophetically described how the religious
leaders would treat the Son of God. Now read Matthew 21:43, and
write out what Jesus declared to them:

God took the kingdom away from the followers of Judaism and gave it
to men and women who would produce fruit. He expects two kinds of
fruit:

a) Internal

This fruit grows inside us as we allow God to change our character.
Read Galatians 5:22-23 and write down the fruit mentioned by the
apostle Paul:
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Ask yourself whether you have grown in any of these fruit in the last
year. Be ready to talk about your answer.

b) External

This fruit is seen in people around us because Jesus is making an
impact on them through us. This kind of fruit includes:

sharing the Gospel so that people get saved

helping the poor and needy so that they know God’s love
influencing people to live righteously

visiting the sick and those in prison and blessing them
discipling others so that they become strong Christians
being a channel for supernatural miracles

1 B O A

Tick any of the above where you have seen real fruit, and be ready to
share your experiences with the others doing this study.

Kingdom men and women must produce fruit for their

e R P

E. The Wedding Banquet (Matthew 22:1-14)

This parable teaches that everybody is invited to the banquet. 1
Timothy 2:4 says that God wants all men to be saved and to come to
a knowledge of the truth. But they must be wearing the right clothes!

Isaiah 61:10 describes them as the garments of salvation and a robe of
righteousness. We receive these when we repent from our sin and
believe in Jesus. That’s the only way we can get into the banquet.
Kingdom people are already dressed for the wedding banquet

Assignment

Select one of the five parables we have looked at in this study.
Read it each day for the next week and ask the Lord to give you
revelation and deeper understanding of it. Be ready to talk about
what you have received at the next study.




12. Oil-filled Service

Matthew 25 contains Jesus’ final teachings before he was handed over
to be crucified. He knew that, after his resurrection, he would be
ascending to heaven and his disciples would be on their own on earth.
The three kingdom parables in this chapter provided them with vital
instructions for the rest of their lives. They are good directives for all
who aspire to be kingdom people.

A. Be filled with oil! (Matthew 25:1-13)

This parable starts with a familiar phrase, The kingdom of heaven will
be like... As we have seen, Jesus did not provide an instruction

manual on the kingdom, but painted many word pictures to help us see
the kingdom from different angles. This parable teaches two things:

1. The bridegroom is definitely coming back. See page 81
2. When he returns, some people will be ready, others will not.

Jesus illustrated readiness with the need for oil in a lamp. All his
listeners knew how important it was to have oil in their lamps. They
also understood the wisdom of having extra stock in case the oil ran
out. In the parable, the foolish virgins took their lamps, but did not
take any oil with them.

In Psalm 23:5, David said to the Lord: You anoint my head with oil.
Oil and anointing go together. Read 1 Samuel 10:1 and fill in the
blanks:

Then Samuel took a ................ccccocvceee e euv ... and poured it on
Saul's ............cc e v v oo and kissed him, saying, ‘Has not the
LORD ....ccccocevveec e nn . yoUL leader over his inheritance?”’

Jesus’ life on earth was empowered by the Holy Spirit. At his baptism,
the Holy Spirit descended on him like a dove. When he came back to
Nazareth, he went to the synagogue he had known for years. There he
read Luke 4:18-19. The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me.....
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Now read Mark 6:13 and fill in the blanks: They drove out many
demonsand ......................... many sick people with ........... and

Anointing and power go together. The parable of the ten virgins
teaches us that a wise virgin is ready to serve her master at all times.
In the same way, kingdom men and women should be anointed at all
times so that they are ready to do whatever their King desires. The
Holy Spirit gives this anointing. Now write out Ephesians 5:18:

This literally says that we should keep on being filled with the Holy
Spirit. Every day, we should exercise our faith and ask the Lord to fill
us again.

We should also watch out for any leaks caused by sin or disobedience.
In Acts 1:8 Jesus promised: Butyou will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you..... SO make sure you keep on being filled, ready
for Jesus.

B. Use your talents! (Matthew 25:14-30)

This parable starts with: Again, it will be like... Jesus was once more
talking about the kingdom of heaven. This parable teaches that:

1. The master is going away for an extended period of time but he
will definitely return.

2. He has given all of us some gifts or talents which he expects us to
use for his benefit.

3. He will judge us, and reward or punish us, according to what we
have done with our talent.

The talent may have been silver or gold, but, either way, it was
valuable. At today’s prices, a gold talent would be worth about $1
million! We sometimes fail to appreciate the great value of what the
Lord has put into us. The new birth, the constant filling of the Holy
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Spirit and the spiritual and natural gifts he has given us are amazingly
precious and have incredible potential.

The Lord expects his massive investment into our lives to yield
results. During the time the master was away, the first two servants
produced a 100% return on what they had been given. They were duly
honoured. Write out the Lord’s acclamation to both the five talent and

the two talent servants (VW 21,23) ....ccoovieiiiiiie i

The master appreciated and rewarded their faithfulness. God values
faithfulness because it reflects his character. 1 Corinthians 10:13, and
many other verses, tell us the same truth: God is faithful. He also
expects us to grow in faithfulness.

Jesus explained this in more detail in Luke 16:10-12 where he gave
three spheres to illustrate where we should be faithful, or trustworthy.
Write out the three areas Jesus mentioned where we need to be
trustworthy.

The ‘little things’ Jesus talked could be simply making sure we do
what we say:

I’ll be back in ten minutes

I’1l be there at 9 o’clock

I’ll call you when I am next in town
I’1l definitely visit you

I’ll make sure he gets the message
I’ll pay the money next week

I’ll post that letter on my way home
I’ll return that book on Wednesday

[

I I B B

Please put a mark against any of the ‘little things’ mentioned on page
71, where you know you have not been faithful to your word.
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Jesus also taught that we should be faithful with money and with
property belonging to somebody else. Think about your life for a few
moments and make a note of a time when you were not trustworthy in
these matters.

Jesus promised that he would reward faithfulness in each of these
areas. The man with one talent, however, was not faithful and gained
nothing for his master from what he had been given.

The man’s main reason for burying his talent is given in Matthew
25:25, | was afraid. Hebrew 11:6 teaches us that: without faith it is
impossible to please God. Fear so dominated this one-talent man that
he could not put his valuable talent to use.

Do you think that you have talents which you are not using for the
Lord? If so, write down what these talents are and how you could
develop them:

C. Serve the needy! (Matthew 25:31-46)

This may or may not be a parable, but it is clear kingdom teaching.
Jesus explained that there are two types of people — pictured as sheep
and goats — and that there will be a final judgment when the sheep will
be welcomed into the eternal kingdom whilst the goats will go to
eternal punishment.

Read this parable and write down in your own words what the King
honoured the sheep for doing (the same things as he condemned the
goats for not doing):
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This list shows six types of need where Jesus wants his people to
express his love and concern. He says that when we carry his burden
and care for people in need, we are actually caring for him. Complete
each of these verses:

VA0  whatever YoU did ........ccoooiieiniiiiiie e
v45  whatever you did NOL O ....ccovveiiiiiiiiiiiieee e

We live in aworld of growing inequality in which the rich are getting
richer and the poor, poorer. The richest 1% of households in the world
now earn more than the 60% of households at the bottom of the
income distribution. The top 1% own 40% of the world’s wealth. This
is not God’s intention for mankind as 2 Corinthians 8:13-14 makes
clear: Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are
hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the present time
your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will
supply what you need. Then there will be equality,

This means that we have to grow in kindness and compassion towards
those in need, and find ways of making a practical difference to the
lives of poor people.

Matthew 6 showed that God disapproved of the way religious people
gave to the poor, prayed and fasted but James 1:27 teaches that there
is a kind of religion that God accepts. Please look up the verse and
write it out in full:



ENTERING THE KINGDOM 74

Before finishing with this parable, the following verses from Proverbs
highlight the importance of being concerned for the poor and needy:

Proverbs 14:31 He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for
their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy
honours God.

Proverbs 19:17 He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD,
and he will reward him for what he has done.

Proverbs 21:13 If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor,
he too will cry out and not be answered.

Proverbs 22:9 A generous manwill himself be blessed, for he
shares his food with the poor.

Proverbs 28:27 He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but
he who closes his eyes to them receives many
Curses.

Proverbs 29:7 The righteous care about justice for the poor,

but the wicked have no such concern.

Spend some time meditating on the above verses, and ask the Lord to
show you if there is something he wants you to do in terms of serving
people in need. Be ready to discuss your thoughts with those doing
this study with you.

Assignment

The three parables we have looked at in this lesson are so famous
that phrases from each are now in everyday English. On your own,
read each of them again. Ask the Lord to give you further
revelation which you could apply to your life. He is faithful and he
will respond to your request.




13. The Coming Kingdom

In this final study, we turn to Luke 17:20-37. Please read this passage
and write down the question which the Pharisees asked in verse 20:

A. Where does it come?

In one sense, Jesus must have been pleased that the Pharisees had
begun to ask about the kingdom of God. As we have seen, he had
constantly preached the good news of the kingdom and tried to help
his disciples understand it. And yet he knew that that the Pharisees
had still not grasped the message of the kingdom. Write out Jesus’
reply in Luke 17:20-21 in full:

The KINGAOm Of GOU ....co.vviiiiiiie e

The Pharisees were looking for an external sign of the kingdom but
Jesus knew the kingdom would be of no value to them until they had
settled an issue within their hearts. If the kingdom is within you, it
means that:

1. You have decided that Jesus is your King and you will do
everything he says. You want to live in line with the King’s will,
his commands, and his desires, even when it is costly and difficult.

2. You have a longing to see the righteous ways of the kingdom
established in your family, community, government, and across
the nations

3. You are willing to give your time, energy, resources - your very
life - for advancing the kingdom.

4. You have a hatred for all non-kingdom things — greed, violence,
cheating, lying, impurity, immorality, bribery and so on.

5. Your heart is set on the kingdom, even though you are aware that
your life is not perfect.
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Jesus was challenging the Pharisees, but, before we continue with this
lesson, it is wise for us to ask ourselves the same question:

Is the kingdom of God within me? YES/NO

Some people can complete a study like this and become experts on the
teachings of the kingdom. But the kingdom has to come into you so
that you are totally gripped by a passion for the King and his kingdom.

| hope that you have already decided to live the rest of your life as a
kingdom person. If you have not yet made that decision, why wait any
longer? You can make a commitment to enter the kingdom right now.

B. When will it come?

In fact, the Pharisees had asked a good question even though Jesus did
not give them answer they were looking for. But he was happy to give
his disciples the reply because he knew the kingdom was already
within them. Jesus told them: The time is coming when you will long
to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. (v22)
Jesus knew that a time would come when the disciples would
desperately long for Jesus to return and establish his kingdom.

Romans 8:19 declares that the creation waits in eager expectation for
the sons of God to be revealed. Every part of God’s creation longs for
that day when Jesus will rid the world of sin, sickness, corruption and
every type of evil. It will definitely happen, but nobody knows exactly
when. See Matthew 24:36.

Because there is such a deep longing for that day, Jesus warned that
some people will begin to say that Jesus has already come. They will
point to men and say ‘There he is!” or ‘Here he is!” (Luke 17:23)
Write down what Jesus said we should do when we hear people
talking like that:

Then Jesus went on to explain what would happen on the day of his
coming:
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1. His coming will be obvious! (Luke 17:24)
Read Matthew 24:27 and fill in the blanks:
For as lightning that comes from the .............................. s visible

evVen inthe ........ccoeeue ... LSO WL DE oo i e e e

It will be visible to everybody. 1 Thessalonians 4:16 declares: For
the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. It will not only be visible; it will be
audible too.

Jesus’ disciples have no need to worry when people spread rumours
and gossip about that day. It will be obvious to everybody. We can’t
miss it!

2. His coming has been authenticated (Luke 17:25)

Jesus also told them, But first he must suffer many things and be
rejected by this generation. Jesus put this prophecy next to the one
about his second coming. We who live after the Cross know that this
first part has been fulfilled, and so we can be confident that Jesus was
telling the truth about his second coming.

Even in the early days of the church, people were doubting what Jesus
had promised. That is why the apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3:3-4:
First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say,
"Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?”

Some people continue to scoff or make fun of the possibility of Jesus’
return. We do not know when he will come, but we know he definitely
will. Jesus was right about his suffering, and he was also right about
his future return.
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3. His coming will be a surprise (Luke 17:26-30)

On the day of Jesus’ coming again, everybody will be going about
their daily business - eating, drinking, marrying, buying, selling,
planting and building. Nothing is wrong with these activities, but, in
the midst of an ordinary day, Jesus will return out of the blue.
Unannounced!

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and write out how the day of the Lord will

No thief announces in advance his intention to burgle your house. In
fact, surprise is one of his weapons. Likewise, Jesus’ coming will bea
surprise.

Jesus illustrated this suddenness by referring to Noah and Lot, who
both escaped the judgement to come. For both of them, the judgement
came so abruptly that, in a short time, it was too late for anybody else
to be saved. We should be using the time we have to try and save
people from that judgement. As we have seen, God’s desire is that all
are saved and nobody should perish.

This warning of the suddenness of Jesus’ return is also a warning to
believers. At the moment he returns, what will he find us doing? Some
of us delay doing things for the Lord ‘until I’ve finished this’, ‘until
I’ve earned that’ or ‘until the children grow up’. He may well return
before these things happen and then we will have all eternity to think
about what God could have done with our life.

4. His coming will require a right response
(Luke 17:31-33)

Jesus had already referred to Lot’s salvation, but he pointed out that
Lot’s wife missed out because she looked back at the life she was
leaving behind. She went along with her husband but her heart was set
on earthly things and she did not really want to forsake them. Write
out the two instructions of Colossians 3:1-2:



79 THE COMING KINGDOM

Lot’s wife had her heart and mind set on things below. It is easy to
think how foolish she was, but will we react better when that day
comes? This life is a practice for that day. Are we spending our time
running after earthly treasures or are we learning to say ‘No’ to them?
On that day, we will have to say ‘No’ or we will end up like Lot’s
wife. Read Luke 17:33 and write it out in full:

Matthew 16:24 explains that losing our life means learning to deny
ourselves in everyday life now. Is Jesus and his kingdom our priority -
or earthly possessions and pleasures? That day will reveal what our
hearts have really been set on.

5. His coming will be divisive (Luke 17:34-37)

We have already looked at the reality of heaven and hell, but again
Jesus taught that the day of his coming will bring about eternal
separation. On that night two people will be in one bed; one will be
taken and the other left. Two will be grinding grain together; one will
be taken and the other left.

Some people will go straight to be with Jesus. Some will be left
behind. This should motivate us to pray for the lost and share the good
news of the kingdom with them. After that day, they will have no
opportunity to be saved.

Jesus continued with Luke 17:37 Where there is a dead body, there
the vultures will gather. In the context, this probably means that those
left behind will become food for the birds of prey. Write down the
names of people you know who are not saved and whom you long to
bring to Jesus:
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Now, make a decision to pray for them regularly.
6. His coming requires constant faith (Luke 18:1-8)

This parable of the kingdom confirms that God will definitely answer
our persevering prayers. But in Luke 18:8, Jesus asked a question
which shows that this parable is linked to Luke 17. Write down the
question Jesus asked:

As we live our life, waiting for that unknown day, is there faith in our
hearts? Are we trusting him on a daily basis? That day will certainly
come and we should be looking forward to it with growing faith.

The history of life on earth as we know it reaches a climax on that
day. Revelation 11:15 records that the seventh angel will sound his
trumpet, and there will be loud voices in heaven, saying: The kingdom
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
and he will reign for ever and ever.

Then, the kingdom will have come on earth as it is in heaven. All our
prayers will have been fulfilled. All our longings satisfied. Jesus will
reign over all.

Assignment

Congratulations on completing this study! Before you put this book
back on your shelf, stop for some time and reflect on all 13 lessons.
What is the most important truth you have gained? And how will it
affect your everyday life? For your own benefit, write down your
answer to these questions so that you can check on your progress in
six months’ time. God bless you!
















